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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

Barry Young, President 

It’s very encouraging to see how many people have joined our Branch since the last 

newsletter; I hope you will become involved and take advantage of all that we have to offer.  

Thanks to everyone who volunteers their time and efforts – you matter and make a difference! 

Did you know? 

Office hours:   9:00 am to 5:00 pm Monday through Friday; noon to 5:00 pm Saturday; closed Sunday 

Orville Wilson enlisted in the Royal Canadian Air Force 

and trained to become a radar mechanic. In May 1943 he 

was on his way overseas, landing in England on Victoria 

Day. He was attached to an R.A.F. night fighter unit and 

volunteered for further overseas duty. By mid August he 

was posted to an R.A.F. squadron in India and later 

Ceylon. All the while the thoughts of becoming a medical 

doctor were still alive and if the opportunity arose he was 

determined to give it a chance. The war ended in August 

1945 and R.C.A.F. assessment officers advised him he 

should take the opportunity that allowed for one month of 

University education for each month of overseas duty. 

The way to becoming a medical doctor was his for the 

taking and he entered Queens University in May 1946. 

Following graduation in May 1952 he interned at the 

Ottawa Civic Hospital for two years, followed by a year 

as an assistant to a general physician in Kemptville. 

Dr. O. B. Wilson opened his office in Manotick on June 

2nd1955. Hard work, long hours – 24 hours a day seven 

days a week for 48-49 weeks a year took a heavy toll 

and by the late 1960s he realized that he needed help. 

Manotick had grown in size and population, there were 

few doctors in the area and the doctor was always on 

call. The urge to create a Medical Centre to 

accommodate other physicians became foremost in his 

mind and on December 17th  ,1972 the Manotick Medical 

Centre became a reality. The Centre was designed to 

attract physicians and to carry on the service. The 

building was enlarged in 1989 to include an elevator. 

  

The building at the corner of Ann Street and Beaverwood Road, now the Legion Hall, 

was owned and operated for many years by the Loyal Orange Lodge and called 

Harmony Hall. The original frame building was erected in 1903 and replaced by the 

concrete block structure in 1937 or 1938, the blocks being manufactured by the Boyd 

Block Company in Osgoode. The Royal Canadian Legion, Branch 314, purchased the 

building in 1969; prior to then Branch 314 did not have a permanent home so meetings 

were held in various halls throughout the area. 
 

A group of World War I veterans from Manotick, Kars, North Gower, Osgoode, 

Richmond and Stittsville, met in October 1941 and were instrumental in the formation 

of a branch of the Canadian Legion of the British Empire Ex-Serviceman’s League. 

The original charter was granted at a ceremony held in the Town Hall, North Gower on 

March 21, 1942. Charter Members were: A.E.Armstrong, Rex Craig, John 

Chanonhouse, R.W. Craig, Elmer Garland, Merle Haggins, John Morton, Russell 

Parks, Maurice Paynter, Alex Robertson, Harold Spearman, Clifford Todd, 

Thomas Todd and Harold Wallace. Rex Craig was the first President of Branch 

314 and will be remembered as the Post Master in North Gower; Merle Haggins 

will be remembered as North Gower Township Clerk for many years; Russell 

Parks was an employee of North Gower Township roads crew; Harold Wallace, 

was the Post Master at Kars, other charter members were from Richmond and 

Stittsville area. 
 

Fifty years ago and more, Harmony Hall in Manotick was the place to be, on a 

Saturday evening in the fall and winter months. Dances were held with a live orchestra 

or band playing the wonderful music of the “Glenn Miller era.” It was customary for the 

orchestra to play three numbers, take a short break, then play another three and so on 

during the evening. Many couples changed partners after each set of three, unless of 

course you were “going steady” or married. Stag lines formed with the men at the back 

of the hall and ladies at the front. When the orchestra started to play, the men would 

go to the front and ask the lady if she wanted to dance - usually the answer was - oh 

yes! Saturday night at Harmony Hall was a time that many from Manotick, Osgoode, 

Metcalfe, Richmond, North Gower, Kars looked forward to and rarely missed. The 

dances were fun times, nearly everybody knew everybody else, in other words the 

same crowd usually attended each week. There were no televisions, you couldn’t surf 

the net or rent a movie, not everyone had a  

car so couples often travelled together.  

The evenings always ended at midnight  

with the playing of the home waltz –  

“Goodnight Sweetheart.”    

Some would say - “those were the days!” 

Dr. Orville B Wilson,  

aka "Doc" or "OB"!  
(by Larry Ellis) 

Remembering Saturday Nights 

and the old Harmony Hall    
(submitted by Larry Ellis) 

Dr. Wilson retired in 

May 1992 and is a 

long time member of 

Manotick Legion 

Branch 314, he also 

served as President 

of the Kiwanis Club 

of Manotick. 

 

rcl314@bellnet.ca  
rcl314.ncf.ca 

613-692-3243 
e-mail: 

website: 

rental inquiries: 

mms314by@gmail.com 

mailto:mms314by@gmail.com


Harvest House is picking up used men’s clothing.  

Drop off any donations at the Legion (5550 Ann 

St., Manotick). Thanks in advance. 613-692-3434 

Clothes Needed for Homeless Men 
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The 2958 RCAC Corps is open to youth of ages 12 to 18. 

The regular Parade night is Thursday, 6:30 to 9:30 pm.  

Contact details are available at the Legion Office.  

Email address:   2958army@xplornet.com  

Corps phone:     613-693-1972 

Army 
Cadets 

Training will be provided.  If interested please 

contact Gerry Dean at 613-692-1976 

Volunteers needed to tend the bar. Pennies for Homeless Vets 
Drop off your pennies in the jar located in the lobby.  
The money collected will help veterans in need. 

  

RECENT EVENTS 

New Year’s Day levee was attended by about 

50 members who provided food.  

Moose milk was supplied by Roy Blair.  

Entertainment by Silver Fox. 

Free Christmas Turkey Lunch held December 14 hosted 75 guests and raised 

over $450. Many thanks to the volunteers above who donated their time to help 

out. Thanks to Karon Bilyj and Roy Blair, the organizers and chefs. Thanks also 

to Moncion's Independent for their generosity by supplying the turkeys. 

Terry McGovern and the Restrosonics 

Louise 

Spratt 

Helen 

Crozier 

Bill 

Coxall 

(L-R) Bill Hill, Josephine 

Shourie, Gary White 

December 

Social 
Entertainment by  

Bill & Betty Coxall 

February Birthday Social 

 (above, L-R) Pandora Organ, Henry Oickle , Jean 

Brock. Entertainment by Wm. D. Jenkins humourist (left) 

         Valentines Day Dance by Winston Spratt 

Dance on Feb 14 was well attended. Food was superb 

(large portions) prepared by Andy, Brian, and assistants 

Liz and Cathie. Thanks to many volunteers who provided 

posters, media, setup and cleanup, ticket promoters , etc. 

New Years Eve party was a sell-out. The 

hall was beautifully decorated by Helen 

Crozier and volunteers. Food was 

prepared by Andy Moore. Entertainment 

Terry McGovern and the Restrosonics. 

Master of Ceremonies Allan Haan. $2100 

profit for the elevator fund. Many thanks to 

all who helped make this a success. 



  

   Saturday, January 24, 2015  We had the team of Henry Oickle, Beatrice Josey, Shirley Spinks and Gerry Dean compete  

in the District Cribbage tournament held at Branch 475 in Toledo. Unfortunately, they did not qualify for the Provincial Competition. 
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PONDER THIS 

Euchre: Thursdays at 7 pm 

Darts: Thursdays at 7 pm 

Manotick is 

named after the 

Algonquin word 

for “Island”. 
From www.greatcleanjokes.com/jokes/senior-jokes 

Bridge: Wednesdays 1 to 4 pm 

Sunday, January 25  We hosted the second Interbranch Dart Tournament in Veterans Hall against Barrhaven Branch 641. I’m happy 

 to report that for the first time, our branch successfully defended our title, thanks to the winning double-out thrown by Jo-An Sundstrom. 

Saturday, January 31  We hosted the Zone Mixed Darts Tournament in Veterans Hall. The tournament went off without a hitch. 

Congratulations to the team of (L-R) Dianne Cusick, Jim Cusick, Rob Wemmers, and Louise Spratt for winning the tournament, giving our 

Saturday, February 7  Barrhaven Branch 641 hosted the District Darts Tournament at our branch, using 

both Harmony Hall and Veterans Hall. We failed to qualify any players for this event, but this is a great 

opportunity to showcase our Branch. Thanks go out to the Barrhaven Branch for giving us this honour. 

Saturday, February 21  We had five teams competing in the Zone Euchre Tournament at Kemptville Branch 212. We had a team tie for 

first place, but due to the tie-breaker, ended up in second place. Congratulations to Lynn Dewan, Bruce Straby, Andy Moore and 

Shawn Hawkins. Other teams had good showings, but failed to qualify for the District competition being held at our branch on April 11.  

Sunday, February 22  The third Interbranch Darts was held at the Barrhaven Branch. I’m proud to say that we hung onto the 

trophy, thanks to the team of Jim Cusick, Brian Osborne, Sarah Miller and Josephine Shourie. Since we have already won 

three of the five competitions this year, we have claimed the trophy for the second consecutive year. The next competition is being 

held on Sunday, March 22 in Manotick, and the final competition and banquet is planned for Sunday, April 26 in Barrhaven. 

Saturday, April 11  For the first time, South 

Carleton Branch 314 has won the right to 

host the District Euchre Competition, 

another chance to showcase our Branch to 

players from District G. 

Saturday, April 18  We are hosting a fun, open mixed Dart Tournament in 

Veterans Hall. Entry fees are $20 per mixed couple and all entry fees will be paid 

out as prizes. This tournament is meant to be less competitive and more fun. 

Everyone is welcome, and no prior experience is necessary. No pre-registration 

is required. All information will be posted on the Sports Board when it is finalized. 

Saturday, May 23 We are hosting another 

Open Euchre Tournament in Harmony 

Hall. Details will be available later. 

Summer, 2015  We are hosting our third fund-raising Golf Tournament this summer, 

and solicitation for donations has already begun. The date and location has yet to  

be determined. More information will be passed along as it becomes available. 

branch the right to host again next year. Congratulations also go out to the team of Kevin Carr, Andy 

Moore, Lorna Carr and Shawn Hawkins for finishing in 3rd place. The two teams will represent our 

branch at the District Competition being held on April 25 at Almonte Branch 240. 

Cribbage: Tuesdays at 7 pm 

Upcoming Birthday Socials 
(held the 3rd Thursday of every month) 

March 19, 2 to 4 pm  (WEAR GREEN!) 
Thursday, April 16, 2 to 4 pm 

General Meetings are typically held on the  

3rd Monday of the month at 7:30 pm. The next meetings 
will be March 16 and April 20. 

UPCOMING EVENTS (mark your calendar!) 

St. Patrick's Day Dance March 14th at 7:00 

pm with Irish stew. Cost for dance is $5.00 and 

$2.00 for stew. Terry McGovern and his 

Restrosonics will provide the music. 

Reservations to the Legion 613-692-3243. 

Friday, March 27, Dinner - Dance in Harmony Hall: a special fish dinner from "a la 

Carte" with appetizers and dessert at 6:00 pm. Dance the night away to the music of 

Silver Fox at 7:15 pm. Leave your name and phone number at the Manotick Legion 

Office (613-692-3243) at least two days before and pay at the entrance, $20. If you 

don't show up and you have reserved, you will still have to pay. Open to the public! 

“My memory is gone Mildred, so I 
changed my password to “incorrect.” 
That way when I log in with the wrong 
password, the computer will tell me… 
“Your password is incorrect.” 



 Simone Bachelor & Mark Phillips 
If you have anything you would like published in the next newsletter, please e-mail it to nurseladybee@yahoo.com 

We’re always looking for photos, and we welcome suggestions for “Ponder This” and “On the Lighter Side”. 

Congratulations 
and  

Welcome to 
Branch 314! 
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Legionnaire co-editors: 

 New Members 

  

                                                                              Membership  

            Dear Comrades,     This notice is a reminder that Membership dues for 2015 were to be paid by the 31st of December 2014. The renewal 

fee is $55.00 for 2015.  If you would like to remain a Member in Good Standing and also continue to receive your Legion Magazine, it is 

important that you submit your Membership Dues as soon as possible. Please send a cheque (no cash by mail) payable to RCL Branch #314.  

Address it to MEMBERSHIP, SOUTH CARLETON BRANCH #314, 5550 ANN STREET MANOTICK ON, K4M 1A3 or drop by the Branch and 

pay at the office during our normal operating hours. 

We hope you will renew your Membership in the Legion so that you can continue to enjoy its many benefits and social activities. The Legion also 

provides many important services including assistance to our senior Members, Veterans and the Community at large. 

        Yours in Comradeship,        Monique Lanouette   Membership Chair 

 
 Transfers (from) 

Associate Member 

Bruce Milmine 

Marion Milmine 

Helen Green 

Alain Bolduc 

Donald Deegan 

Josephine Shoury 

Jo-An Sundstrom 

Irma Whynacht 

Ordinary Member 

Eric Meek 

George Hawkins 

Shawn Cornier 

John David Barclay 

Affiliate Voting Member 

Louise Prevost 

Fred Rose 

 

Ordinary Member 

Thomas Stewart (Westboro 480) 

GeorgeLinden (Perth 244) 

Ann Cole (Barrhaven 641) 

Roger Lewis (Morin Heights QC 171) 

Shane Daniel Fowler (Sunny Brae NB 057) 

Paul Raymond Whynacht (Dominion Command) 

Richard Townsend (Orleans 632) 

Associate Member 

Louise Linden (Perth 244) Ordinary member Mr. Gordon Mackay is the Branch's 

longest serving member with 56 years of service! 

Congratulations to Larry Ellis for being named 

the 2014 Manotick Messenger Al Corace Person 

of the Year.  
         By Simone Bachelor 

According to the article in the Manotick Messenger January 8th 

and Publisher and Editor Jeff Morris “Larry has dedicated a 

large part of his life to not only preserving the history of our 

area, but to putting it at the forefront of our lives.”Larry was 

responsible for Manotick's Watson Mill being featured on a 

nationally distributed Canada Post Stamp. 

In 2014 Larry documented and showcased the 150th 

anniversary of the post office in Manotick.  Larry has written 

three books on local history in Manotick. He has been heavily 

involved in the community in educating residents and visitors of 

the unique history and character in the village. He also created 

two walking tours in partnership with The Rideau Seniors 

Centre, both of which start at the Cenotaph and end at 

Watson's Mill. 

In 2012, Larry received the Queen's Diamond Jubilee medal. 

He has been instrumental in detailing the life and death of Ann 

Crosby Currier, and her ghost that allegedly haunts Watson's 

Mill. Our history is out character, and Larry has been the one 

person who has preserved the village character that we are 

trying so desperately to hang onto. He is one of the most 

significant residents of Manotick in our village's history. 

Congratulations Larry on all the great work you do in our 

village. We're proud to know you!! 

If members of Branch 314 wish to obtain this 

medal through our Branch, please leave your name 

and phone number at Branch 314 office (613-692-

3243). Joyce Lebeau (Honours and Award Chair) 

will be ordering them no later than May 14th, 2015. 

Monique Lanouette, Membership Chair & Communication to Members. 

Golden 

Smiles! 
Richard and 

Ann Coles 

celebrated 50 

years of 

marriage on 

December 30. 

Dennis 

Osmond 

at the 

January  

birthday 

social. 


